St. John’s Episcopal Church
To proclaim God’s love for the world
as revealed by and through Jesus Christ,
to witness to His love, and to serve Him in our daily living.
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1219 Forest Hills Drive, Wilmington, NC 28403-2555
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Fax (910) 762-1559
Sunday, December 24, 2006 – 4:30 p.m.

Thank you for your presence in our service this afternoon! We are privileged
each time one of God's children joins us in glorifying and honoring God
through worship.
If you are seeking a church home, we invite you to be a part of the Lord's family
here at St. John's. Please complete one of the pew cards and place it in the
alms basin. If we can assist you in finding a church home other than St.
John's, please let us know. If you are visiting, please sign our guest book just
inside the front door.
Personal listening devices are available from the ushers if you have difficulty
hearing the service.
All Baptized members of any branch of the Christian Church are invited to the
Lord’s Table for Communion. If you do not wish to receive Communion, you
are invited to the altar to receive a blessing.
If you wish to intinct (dip bread in wine, rather than drink from the cup), hold
up the bread you receive so the intinction chalice bearer can see.
Christmas Eve
4:30 p.m., Carol Sing; 5:00 p.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite II
10:30 p.m., Carol Sing; 11:00 p.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite I
Christmas Day
10:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite II
Wednesday “Epiphany” Celebration
Wednesday, January 3, 2006
6:15 p.m. Potluck Supper
6:40 p.m. King’s Cake
7:00 p.m. Informal Eucharist
The Epiphany
Saturday, January 6, 2006
No Service

Birthdays
Dec. 24
Dec. 25
Dec. 26

Names
Names
Names
Names

Dec. 27
Dec. 29
Dec. 30

Names
Names
Names

Anniversaries
Dec. 26
Dec. 27

Names
Dec. 30
Names
Names
Names
(Please let the office know if we have missed your birthday or anniversary)
Prayers are asked for Names

Cycle of Prayer: The Anglican Church in Pakistan; Committees of the Diocese of East
Carolina.
Thanksgivings: Names
New to prayer list: Names
We give thanks for and commend into God’s hands Name brother Name. Our thoughts
and prayers are with his family.
Please pray for those who are inbound, including Marguerite James and Eleanor Cox.
Take home prayer lists including the names of all our Inbound Members and St. John’s
members on active military duty are available on the Pastoral Care bulletin board.
The rector will be on vacation December 25 (after the Christmas Day Eucharist) through
late afternoon January 2. If you or a parish member you know is entering the hospital or
has a pastoral need, please call the Rev. Vera Hayes at home (350-0133).
Serving at 4:30 p.m.
Acolytes: Names
Eucharistic Ministers: Names
Sound System: Names
Ushers: Names
Serving This Afternoon
Altar Guild: Names
Vestry Rep: Names
Welcome Bag: Names
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Christmas Eve
December 24, 2006
4:30 p.m.

Carol Service

Prelude

107

Bring a Torch, Jeanette Isabella
In Dulci Jubilo
(Violin & Piano)

Good Christian friends, rejoice

The Church Pension Fund. Used by permission.

French Carol
J. S. Bach
IN DULCI JUBILO

-489

Hymn It came upon the midnight clear

CAROL

Carol of the Children of Bethlehem
Austrian Carol, Arr. Ralph L. Lehman
(Flute & Organ)

-579

Hymn O little town of Bethlehem

ST. LOUIS

-6109

Hymn The first Nowell

THE FIRST NOWELL

-7-

-8Anthems Praise Him
Noel, Noel

Dr. Mona Faye Black
Michael Burkhardt
(Genesis Choir, Sue Stevenson, Piano)

101

Hymn Away in a manger
(Genesis & Youth Choirs, Flute & Piano)

arr. Jeff Reeves

Genesis Choir
Away in a manger, no crib for a bed,
The little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head.
The stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay,
The little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay.
Youth Choir
The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes,
But little Lord Jesus, no crying he makes.
I love thee, Lord Jesus! Look down from the sky,
And stay by my side until morning is nigh.
Choir and Congregation

From “Away in a Manger” (CGA961), Text: Sts. 1 – 2 Anonymous; St. 3 John Thomas McFarland,Music:
CRADLE SONG, William J. Kirkpatrick, 1838-1921. Arranged by Jeff Reeves. Arrangement ©2003
Choirsters Guild. All rights reserved. Reprinted for congregational use by permission of the publisher.
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Angels, from the realms of glory

Public Domain

REGENT SQUARE
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The Nativity of Our Lord
5:00 p.m.

Holy Eucharist, Rite II
THE PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD OF GOD

Silent prayer before worship (kneeling customary)

Prelude Adagio from Winter of The Four Seasons
Antonio Vivaldi
A La Nanita Nana
Spanish Carol, arr. Ralph Lehman
83

Processional Hymn
(Vs. 1 – 3 & 6) O come all ye faithful

ADESTE FIDELES

O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant,
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem;
Come, and behold him, born the King of angels;
Chorus
O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord.
God from God, light from Light eternal,
Lo! he abhors not the Virgin’s womb;
Only-begotten Son of God the Father; Chorus
Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation,
Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above;
Glory to God, glory in the highest; Chorus
Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this happy morning;
Jesus, to thee be glory given;
Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing; Chorus
Public Domain

The people standing, the Celebrant says

People

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

The Celebrant may say

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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Hymn of Praise Angels we have heard on high

The Church Pension Fund. Used by permission.

The Celebrant says to the people

People
Celebrant

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.

The Celebrant says the Collect.

Collect of the Day
People

Amen.

GLORIA

-12The Lessons
The people sit.

Reading from the Old Testament: Isaiah 9:2-7
Reader
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Anthem He Is Born, the Divine Christ Child
French Carol, arr Arlene Clarke
(Youth Choir, Piano & Percussion)
Reading from the Epistle: Titus 2:11-14
Reader
People

87

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Sequence Hymn Hark! The herald angels sing

MENDELSSOHN
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Public Domain

Sermon

Reading from the Gospels: Luke 2:1-20
The Rev. Robert D. Morrison, Jr.

The people stand.

Nicene Creed
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

-14Prayers of the People (prayer list, back page)
Leader

Let us pray for the Church and the World.
The Leader and the People pray responsively

Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church;
That we all may be one.
Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you;
That your Name may be glorified by all people.
We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons;
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments.
We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world;
That there may be justice and peace on the earth.
Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake;
That our works may find favor in your sight.
Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble;
That they may be delivered from their distress.
Give to the departed eternal rest.
Let light perpetual shine upon them.
We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy;
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom.
Let us pray for our own needs and those of others.
Intercessions, petitions and thanksgivings are invited, aloud or silently.

Concluding Collect
Confession of Sin
The Celebrant says

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
Silence may be kept.
Minister and People

Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.
The Celebrant says

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep
you in eternal life. Amen.

-15Peace
The Celebrant says to the people

People

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

Then the Ministers and People may greet one another in the name of the Lord.
Welcome and announcements follow.

THE HOLY COMMUNION
Offertory Anthem Zither Carol

Czech Folk Tune, arr. John Miller
(Alleluia Singers)

The Offertory begins with a sentence of Scripture.
Representatives of the congregation bring the people’s offerings of bread and wine.
As the Hymn of Presentation begins, the people stand while the offerings of money are presented and
placed on the Altar.
The people sing the Hymn of Presentation.

-1699

Hymn of Presentation Go, tell it on the mountain

GO TELL IT ON THE MOUNTAIN

-17Eucharistic Prayer B
The people remain standing. The Celebrant faces them and sings or says

People
Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to
you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth, through Jesus Christ our great
High Priest; in whom we are built up as living stones of a holy temple, that we
might offer before you a sacrifice of praise and prayer which is holy and pleasing in
your sight. Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels
and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the
glory of your Name:
Celebrant and People

S125 Sanctus Holy, holy, holy Lord

Richard Proulx

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
Heaven and earth are full, full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest.
The people stand.
Then, the Celebrant continues

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made
known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word
spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your
Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to
be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us from evil,
and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of error
into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life.
At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it or lay a hand upon it; and at the
words concerning the cup, to hold or place a hand upon the cup and any other vessel containing wine to
be consecrated.

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he
had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take,
eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to
them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant,
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink
it, do this for the remembrance of me.”
Therefore, according to his command, O Father,
Celebrant and People

We remember his death,
We proclaim his resurrection,
We await his coming in glory;

-18The Celebrant continues

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all;
presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine.
We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may
be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite
us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being
sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection
under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, with St. John all
your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters;
through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the
Church, and the author of our salvation.
By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and
glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
People and Celebrant

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.
Breaking of the Bread
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread.
A period of silence is kept. Then may be sung

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.
Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following Invitation

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died
for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.
The ministers receive the Sacrament in both kinds, and then immediately deliver it to the people.
All Baptized Christians are invited to receive Communion
The Bread and the Cup are given to the communicants with these words

The Body (Blood) of our Lord Jesus Christ keep you in everlasting life. (Amen). or
The Body of Christ, the bread of heaven. (Amen). or
The Blood of Christ, the cup of salvation. (Amen).
Communion Music

Lo, How a Rose

J. Brahms

O Sanctissima

Sicilian Melody
(Violin)
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Communion Hymn What child is this?

GREENSLEEVES

-2082

Communion Hymn Of the Father’s love begotten

DIVINUM MYSTERIUM

Public Domain.

During the following anthem, ushers come forward to the altar rail, where their candles are lit. Ushers
then light the candles of those sitting on the ends of rows. When your candle is lit, please light the
candle of the person next to you. At the introduction to the hymn Silent Night, please stand.

Anthem Still, Still, Still

German Carol, arr. Richard Shephard
(Youth Choir)
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Hymn Silent night, holy night

Celebrant
People

STILLE NACHT

With our candles, let us praise Jesus Christ.
We raise our candles in praise of Christ, the Light of the World.

After Communion, the Celebrant says

Let us pray.
Celebrant and People

Almighty and everliving God,
we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food
of the most precious Body and Blood
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ;
and for assuring us in these holy mysteries
that we are living members of the Body of your Son,
and heirs of your eternal kingdom.
And now, Father, send us out
to do the work you have given us to do,
to love and serve you
as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord.
To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit,
be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.

-22The Celebrant blesses the people.

100

Recessional Hymn Joy to the world

Public Domain

ANTIOCH

-23Deacon
People

Let us go forth in the name of Christ.
Thanks be to God.

Postlude Andante Allegrezza from Sonata on Joy to the World! arr. Peter A Ramsey
(String Quartet)
The poinsettias on the altar are placed in loving memory,
honor, and thanksgiving of those listed on the special insert.
Our Inbound Members would love to hear from you this holiday season!
They will appreciate Christmas cards and calls.
A list of names and addresses is on the Pastoral Care Bulletin Board.

Musicians
Minister of Music
Violins
Flute
Percussion
Genesis Choir
Names
Youth Choir
Names
Alleluia Singers
Names

