2011 Annual Report

Page 2

This is done through
Justice United’s Mission
We are a multi-faith, multi-racial,
strictly non-partisan countywide citizens organization dedicated to engaging
members of our community to fully participate in decision-making processes on
issues that affect the lives, families and
communities of Orange County.

♦

Institution-based leadership
development;

♦

Building relationships within and
between institutions;

♦

Identification of and research on
issues of mutual self-interest; and

♦

Disciplined, organized action.

Justice United is affiliated with the Industrial Areas Foundation (IAF), the oldest and largest national organizing and leadership development network in the
United States. Justice United receives support from North Carolina United
Power, a statewide organization of our IAF affiliates.
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2011 Annual Report Summary
2011 was an exciting year for Justice United! We
built on our accomplishments, and continued to build
relationships with leaders throughout the community to
assure good communication and meaningful solutions.
We are most proud of our work to close the
county landfill and secure water service for the Rogers
Road Community. We have made great progress in
affordable housing, foreclosures, Seniors, and Jobs and
Wages. A detailed report follows on each of our action teams.
We expanded our Strategy Team in a manner that reflects our own growth and
expansion. Joann Mitchell of the Habitat Efland Community, Bonnie Hauser of
Orange County Voice and Devin Ross Foreclosure Team Chair have joined Rev. Mark
Davidson, Rabbi Jen Feldman, Rev Maj-Britt Johnson, Molly Demarco, Delores
Bailey, and Stephanie Perry to create a team that I am thrilled to be part of.
So we close the year with special thanks to our member institutions, town and
county leaders, donors, and every citizen who took time out of their busy lives to place
community above personal interest and to help us demonstrate that it is possible to
create a community that is socially and morally just.
We look forward to the coming year with excitement and enthusiasm for
Justice United and the communities who we are honored to serve.
Sincerely, Tish Galu, Chair

Justice United
Founding Ceremony
October 2010

Strategy Team
Delores Bailey
Molly DeMarco
Rev. Mark Davidson
Rabbi Jen Feldman
Bonnie Hauser
Rev. Maj-Britt Johnson
Joann Mitchell
Stephanie Perry
Devin Ross
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ACTION AGENDA
Day Laborer Center
Justice United’s Fair Jobs & Wages Team created a Day Laborer Task Force that
brought together El Centro Hispano, The Human Rights Center, the Mayors and
Police Chiefs of Carrboro and Chapel Hill, the Director of the Carrboro-Chapel
Hill Chamber of Commerce, and the Orange County Branch of Durham Tech.
Through their work, the Town of Carrboro Aldermen
passed a Fiscal Year 2013 budget with funding for a Day
Laborer liaison who will work with the towns, day laborers, employers and our partner organizations to improve
relationships between all parties and with neighbors. The
liaison will work to help establish a Day Laborer Worker
Center over the next year.
Looking Forward: A Day Laborer Center liaison will be in place by the end of
2012 to work with all parties on improved worker conditions and to develop a
worker center.
Environmental Justice
The Environmental Justice Team has worked with the
Towns of Carrboro, Chapel Hill and Orange County to
form a Task Force to develop and find funding for a remediation plan for the Rogers-Eubanks Community
that includes funds for a community center, funds for residents to tap into town or county water lines and sewer
systems. So far, nearly $300,000 has been allocated for
water service, over $50,000 for cleanup and landfill buffers and $135,000 for the
community center. We are continuing to monitor progress vs. commitments. We
confirmed that sewer rates for the Efland Community were not raised and participated in the ground breaking ceremony for the new sewer lines.
Looking Forward: The major features of the mitigation plan for the Rogers/
Eubanks Road community have been agreed to including closing the landfill,
providing water service to the community, cleaning up the dump sites and improving the landfill buffer. Discussions are underway to fund the Community Center
and provide sewer lines.
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Affordable Housing
The Town of Chapel Hill is working on a plan for implementation of an affordable housing strategy based on Justice United’s work with them this past year on
an ad hoc Affordable Housing Advisory Team and now is focused on finding
ways to maintain affordable rentals through Town development plans.
Looking Forward: In order to fund affordable housing projects (rentals), we have proposed a program
similar to affordable home ownership under an inclusionary zoning ordinance. We are continuing to work
with the Town and developers to complete this project.
Senior Citizen Services
A comprehensive assessment of existing senior citizen services was completed
and is posted on the Orange County website. The goal is now to extend these services to those in the rural parts of the county.
Looking Forward: The Seniors Team has worked with the Orange County Office of
the Aging to help seniors access the agency’s comprehensive list of senior services
and resources. The Team has learned that many services although available are not
accessible to seniors in the rural part of the county. We will continue to identify
those services and find ways to extend them to seniors in Orange County.
Foreclosure
The Justice United Foreclosure Team has systematically reviewed foreclosure
documents in Orange County to look for instances of foreclosure fraud known as
“robo-signing .” The Team is now collaborating with NC United Power, ReInvestment Partners, the North Carolina Attorneys General, the North Carolina
Commissioner of Banks and individual homeowners to identify and rescind
fraudulent foreclosures.
Looking Forward: The Foreclosure Team has completed an audit of foreclosures in Orange County and
is working with ReInvestment Partners to identify
specific instances of foreclosure fraud.
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Congratulations to Justice United
for its many accomplishments!
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In its simplest form,
JU is a coalition of
LOCAL groups who
together decide,
research, and propose
solutions for LOCAL
issues to LOCAL
elected and civic
decision-makers.

“Never do for
others what they
can do for
themselves.”

DUES PAYING MEMBERS
Amity United Methodist Church
Binkley Baptist Church
Chapel Hill Friends
Chapel Hill Kehillah
Church of Reconciliation
Community Church of Chapel Hill
Unitarian Universalist
El Centro Hispano
Empowerment, Inc.
Habitat for Humanity of Orange County
Holy Trinity Lutheran Church
Interfaith Council for Social Services
Newman Catholic Center
Neighborhoods for Responsible Growth
Orange County Voice
Pine Knolls Community
Rogers/Eubanks Neighborhood Association
St. Paul AME
St. Thomas More Catholic Church
The Apprend Foundation
The Episcopal Church of the Advocate
The Chapel of the Cross
United Church of Chapel Hill

The future of Justice United is bright! We look forward
to working with all our members, new members and our
community to reach our goals in the coming year!

